
Service for the Lord’s Day 
January 22, 2023—11:00 am 

********** 

We Gather As God’s People 

Large print bulletins are available 
 

Prelude “Gather Us In” arr. Hayes 

 

Greeting & Announcements 
 

Choral Introit 

 

Call to Worship Jean Fincher, Liturgist 

 Psalm 42:1-2 
 Leader: As a deer longs for flowing streams, 
 People: so my soul longs for you, O God. 
 Leader: My soul thirsts for God, 
 People: for the living God. 
 Leader: We humbly come to the well where our thirst is satisfied. 
 People: Let us receive the cup of salvation and be refreshed by 

God’s love. 
 Leader: Let us worship the Lord. 
 

*Hymn “In Christ There is No East or West” PH#439 

 

Call to Confession 
 Leader: Like a deer drawn to water, we thirst for communion with 

God; to drink the cup of salvation and righteousness; to 
be satisfied with the purity and richness of God’s holiness 
and love. This thirst is a sign that we are created for 
fellowship with God, and yet we have turned away. Let us 
be honest and forthright with ourselves and with God, for 
God offers mercy and forgiveness. Let us pray together…  

 

Prayer of Confession 
 All: Gracious God, all the fancy words in the world, 

expressed in eloquent prose, decorated with emotion, 
spoken with conviction, cannot compete with a heartfelt 
“I’m sorry” when all other words fail. There are times 
when we are all too aware of our limitations, conscious 
of sin and the distance it creates between us. 
Sometimes “I’m sorry” is all the heart can bear to say 
aloud. 
It is only you who can read and understand the language 
of our hearts; only you who can translate our “I’m 
sorry'“ into the prayer we would have prayed if we had 
the words within us.  

   
  Then you forgive, and having forgiven, surround us in an 

embrace of love, drawing us close to your heart as it is 
meant to be. Therefore, hear us with Your deep 
compassion as we silently offer our “I’m sorry” prayers… 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
 Leader:  Who is there like you, God of mercy and grace, 

who loves us as you do? 
Who knows and understands our actions as you do? 
Who hears the thoughts and words of our heart as you do? 
Who knows our joys and sorrows and shares them as you do? 
Who feels the pain we endure and comforts us as you do? 
Who hears as we confess our sins and forgives as you do? 
Who takes a broken heart and makes it whole as you do? 
Who finds a life that’s lost and welcomes it home as you do? 
Indeed, there is none like you, God of mercy and grace, 
who loves us as you do!  

 Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel! 
 People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
 

*Gloria Patri #579 
 

Passing the Peace 
 

We Hear the Word Proclaimed 
 

Prayer For Illumination 

 

Old Testament Lesson Psalm 27:1, 4-9 (pg. 546) 

 

Time with Children 

 

Anthem “Search Me, O Lord” Larson 

Chancel Choir 
 

New Testament Lesson I Corinthians 1:10-18 (pg. 1128) 

 

Sermon “Household Rules” 

Rev. Stephen Carl 
 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” CH#429 

 

Call for Offering 

 

Prayers of the People 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 

*Hymn “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” PH#438 

 

*Benediction 
 

*Doxology PH#592 

 

Postlude “Praising!” Martin 

 
********** 

*Congregation stand if able 
Bold indicates leader and congregation in unison 
PH = Presbyterian Hymnal, CH = Celebration Hymnal 
 

********** 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
If you are here to worship while you’re in town, we are grateful you 
chose to join us!  We hope you experience a warm hospitality while with 
us!  If you are a resident searching for a place to connect and engage 
your heart and hands, we hope you’ll find opportunities here.  If you 
have questions about First Presbyterian Church, please let us know!  You 
can speak with Pastors Stephen or Kristy after worship, or you can call/
email them during the week.  Our intention is to foster a place of 
belonging where people are equipped to grow in faithful living and are 
engaged in meaningful ministry.  Periodically we schedule opportunities 
to meet for people interested in joining First Presbyterian Church.  If 
you’d like more information about First Presbyterian Church’s mission 
and ministry, please contact the office (918-336-5762).  No matter what 
level of connection you seek, we’re glad you’re here. 
 

********** 
 

INQUIRER’S CLASS 
On February 19, immediately following worship, there will be a lunch for 
those interested in knowing more about the Presbyterian Church 
denomination and First Presbyterian Church in particular. This class is for 
those simply interested in understanding the history and theology, as 
well as the mission of our congregation. If you’re interested in joining 
First Presbyterian Church as a member, information about that process 
will be shared as well. If you’d like to attend the class (and enjoy lunch 
with others), please let Pastors Stephen or Kristy know.  
 



 

CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Stephen Carl ................................................................................. Pastor 
Kristy Rodgers ..................................................... Director of Family Ministry 
Kathy Stewart ....................................................... Director of Music Ministry 
Amanda Lewis .............................................................. First Friends Director 
Kim Breedlove .................................................... Director of Building Bridges 
Dawn Olson ................................................................... Office Administrator 
Andrew Conley ............................................................................... Custodian 

Making God’s love  
our way of life  

by seeking, sharing, serving 

505 SE Dewey 

Bartlesville, OK 74003 

918-336-5762 

www.fpcbok.org 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! 

 

HERE FOR THE FIRST TIME?  We’re glad you’re here.  Worship is at the 
heart of our faith life at First Presbyterian; everything else comes from 
there as we “Make God’s love our way of life by Seeking, Sharing, and 
Serving.” 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES: 10:00 am 

 Exploring Crossroads (9:45 – 10:30 am) ................................. Room 105 

 Alternative  ................................................................................. Room 1 

 Geneva  ............................................................................Fellowship Hall 

 Intergenerational Class (9:45 – 10:45 am) ......................Fellowship Hall 

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DOWNTOWN:  

Meets weekly in Fellowship Hall.  Dinner is served at 5:15 pm. 

 
 
 

Connect with us online at www.fpcbok.org to: 
• Listen to Worship Audio 
• View Livestream Worship Services 
• Connect with us on Social Media 
• Learn about opportunities to give and serve the Church and our 

community 
• Learn more about the people of First Presbyterian Church and our 

missions 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY 
For 2000 years, Christians and Christianity have been making history; 
influencing local and global events. How much of that history do you know? 
From what perspective is your understanding of Christian history derived? 
You are invited to join others on Wednesday nights in the Community Room 
for a reflective exploration and study of Christian history that won’t put 
you to sleep! We will be using Diana Butler Bass’s book, “A People’s History 
of Christianity.” What you will learn about our collective history will very 
likely influence your understanding of the Church and its mission! If you are 
interested in this class, speak with Pastor Stephen. 
 

********** 
TRIVIA NIGHT 

Trivia nights will resume this month on January 24. Mark your calendars for 
the 4th Tuesday of every month at 6:30 pm in the Community Room. Come 
join in the fun! 

********** 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 

We are putting together a team to plan a special service for Maundy Thursday, 
which is April 6. If you would like to be a part of planning this service, please 
let Diane Moses know as soon as possible. Planning will begin soon! 
 

********** 
FIFTH SUNDAY POTLUCK 

On January 29, following the service, there will be a Potluck Luncheon. Bring 
your favorite dish, but if you need help deciding, here is a suggestion:  
A-L—Bring a side dish            M-R—Bring a dessert           S-Z—Bring a main dish 

 
********** 

 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held Sunday, January 29. 
We will meet in Fellowship Hall, following the potluck lunch after the 11:00 
am Worship Service. 

********** 
 

2022 ANNUAL REPORT 
Copies of the 2022 Annual Report are available in the Narthex, so you can 
read ministry reports prior to the Annual Meeting of the Congregation. 
If you are unable to pick one up at the church, a PDF is available to be 
emailed. Send requests to Rhonda Voelkers at rhondavoelkers@gmail.com 
 

********** 
MISSION OF THE MONTH 

The Mission of the Month for January is the Lighthouse Outreach Center. 
Please see the list of needed items in the Welcome Center as well as the 
donation box to receive them. FPC also helps by serving a meal on the 
fourth Tuesday of every month. Please consider signing up each month in 
the Narthex to provide food and/or to help serve the meal.  


