
Service for the Lord’s Day 
December 11, 2022—11:00 am 

 
********** 

 

We Gather As God’s People 
 

Large print bulletins are available 
 

Prelude “Mary, Did You Know” arr. Hayes 

 

Greeting & Announcements 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles The Just Family 

 

Congregational Response “Prepare the Way” PH#13 v. 3 

 

Choral Introit 

 

Call to Worship Donna Kay Fenstermaker, Liturgist 

 Leader: Wait! It is a command and it is a verb, an action. 
 People: For what are we waiting? 
 Leader: We are waiting for God’s kingdom, creating space for 

grace as anguish crowds our hearts and relationships. 
 People: For whom are we waiting? 
 Leader: We wait for Emmanuel as we prepare ourselves, as we 

demonstrate God’s kingdom, as we do justice, love 
mercy, and walk humbly in fellowship with God. 

 People: Why must we wait? 
 Leader: In waiting, we are faithful, refusing to forget God’s 

promises, holding onto salvation. 
 People: Active waiting is worship beyond worship, as we turn 

ourselves inside out, bearing witness through acts of 
compassion and generosity. 

 Leader: Yes! Friends, let us worship God in song, prayer, 
proclamation, and acts of compassion! 

 

*Hymn “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” PH#38 

 

Call to Confession 
 Leader: As we prepare for Emmanuel, we clear our hearts of the 

clutter. We make room for the advent of God by ridding 
ourselves of all that diminishes the light of God in our 
lives. Let us join our voices in confession... 

 

Prayer of Confession 
 All: Great God of Presence and Promised Coming, 
  We confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
  We have failed to fulfill your desire for us to love one another. 
  We have not followed the paths you have given us, 
  Choosing instead to follow our own. 
  We have broken relationships, 
  We seek security in possessions; 
  We have rebelled against your love; 
  We have made this a season of earning favor. 
  We patronize the impoverished and sanitize the nativity, 

forgetting the violent politics and fear then and now. 
  Free us of our excuses and distractions for joyful 

obedience, through the Advent of Christ, Our Lord, Our 
Messiah, Our Hope. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
 Leader: Listen to these assuring words of John the Evangelist: 

“God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him.”  

  Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel! 
 People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
 

*Gloria Patri #579 
 

Passing the Peace 
 

We Hear the Word Proclaimed 
 

Prayer For Illumination 

 

Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 35:1-10 (pg. 709) 

 

Time with Children 

 

Anthem “Lo, How a Rose/The Rose” arr. Johnson 

Chancel Choir 
Kendra Holtzman - soloist 

 

New Testament Lesson Luke 1:46-55 (pg. 1013) 

 

Sermon “Pursuing Joy” 

Rev. Stephen Carl 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn “How Great Our Joy!” CH#269 

 

Call for Offering 

 

Prayers of the People 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 

*Hymn “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” PH#28 

 

*Benediction 
 

*Doxology PH#592 

 

Postlude “O Come Rejoicing” arr. Forrest 

  (based on a traditional Polish carol) 
 

********** 
*Congregation stand if able 
Bold indicates leader and congregation in unison 
PH = Presbyterian Hymnal, CH = Celebration Hymnal 

 
********** 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
WELCOME VISITORS! 

If you are here to worship while you’re in town, we are grateful you 
chose to join us!  We hope you experience a warm hospitality while with 
us!  If you are a resident searching for a place to connect and engage 
your heart and hands, we hope you’ll find opportunities here.  If you 
have questions about First Presbyterian Church, please let us know!  You 
can speak with Pastors Stephen or Kristy after worship, or you can call/
email them during the week.  Our intention is to foster a place of 
belonging where people are equipped to grow in faithful living and are 
engaged in meaningful ministry.  Periodically we schedule opportunities 
to meet for people interested in joining First Presbyterian Church.  If 
you’d like more information about First Presbyterian Church’s mission 
and ministry, please contact the office (918-336-5762).  No matter what 
level of connection you seek, we’re glad you’re here. 

 
********** 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DOWNTOWN 
This week, at 6 pm following dinner, join others in the Community Room 

for Week Two of a two-week Advent reflection and conversation. 



 

CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Stephen Carl ................................................................................. Pastor 
Kristy Rodgers ..................................................... Director of Family Ministry 
Kathy Stewart ....................................................... Director of Music Ministry 
Amanda Lewis .............................................................. First Friends Director 
Kim Breedlove .................................................... Director of Building Bridges 
Dawn Olson ................................................................... Office Administrator 
Andrew Conley ............................................................................... Custodian 

Making God’s love  
our way of life  

by seeking, sharing, serving 

505 SE Dewey 

Bartlesville, OK 74003 

918-336-5762 

www.fpcbok.org 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! 

 

HERE FOR THE FIRST TIME?  We’re glad you’re here.  Worship is at the 

heart of our faith life at First Presbyterian; everything else comes from 

there as we “Make God’s love our way of life by Seeking, Sharing, and 

Serving.” 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES: 10:00 am 

 Exploring Crossroads (9:45 – 10:30 am) ................................. Room 105 

 Alternative  ................................................................................. Room 1 

 Geneva  ............................................................................Fellowship Hall 

 Intergenerational Class (9:45 – 10:45 am) ......................Fellowship Hall 

 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DOWNTOWN:  

Meets weekly in Fellowship Hall.  Dinner is served at 5:15 pm. 

 
 
 

Connect with us online at www.fpcbok.org to: 
• Listen to Worship Audio 
• View Livestream Worship Services 
• Connect with us on Social Media 
• Learn about opportunities to give and serve the Church and our 

community 
• Learn more about the people of First Presbyterian Church and our 

missions 

ADVENT MUSICAL MOMENTS 

Advent Musical Moments will be held here at the church every Wednesday 

during Advent. The performances are designed to span the lunch hour, 

beginning at 12:15 and ending around 12:45. Presbyterian Women will 

make sack lunches available for $5. 

A list of dates and performances is outlined below: 

December 14 — Bartlesville High School String Ensemble is a group of 

talented students, led by Rhonda Carr, who will be bringing a beautiful 

classical sound to our lineup. 

December 21 — William Pattison — This amazing organist is coming back 

for his 2nd concert with us! Rumor has it the “Hallelujah Chorus” will be 

played, which will be a blessed way to approach the Christmas holiday. 

********** 

MESSIAH SING-ALONG 

Our Messiah Sing-Along will be held in the sanctuary today, December 11 at 

4:00 pm. Music will be provided for those who don’t have their own scores. 

********** 

ANGEL TREE FOR THE LIGHTHOUSE 

Our “Angels” this year are our neighbors over at the Lighthouse. Whether 

folks are there for a short term or longer, it’s a good bet that’s not a part of 

anyone’s life plan. That said, the need is there, and we’re glad we can 

support a ministry dedicated to meeting that need. Grab an angel, or two, 

or more from the tree in the Narthex, and help make life a bit better for 

whichever child of God finds themselves there! 

********** 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN CHRISTMAS GATHERING 

The Presbyterian Women will hold their Christmas Gathering on December 15 

at 1:00. All are invited to attend a reading by Pepper Hume of “When I Am an 

Old Woman I Shall Wear Purple” and refreshments to follow. 

********** 

OFFICE HOLIDAY HOURS 

The church office will be closed December 24-27 and December 30-January 

2. Any financials for 2022 and calendar items for January 2023 (including 

Banner submissions) must be turned in before Wednesday, December 21. 

Year-end reports from session members will not be due until January 8. 


