
Service for the Lord’s Day 
December 4, 2022—11:00 am 

Communion Sunday 
********** 

We Gather As God’s People 

Large print bulletins are available upon request 
 

Prelude “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne” Matthews 

 

Greeting & Announcements 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles The Johnston Family 
 
Congregational Response “Prepare the Way” PH#13 v. 2 

 
Call to Worship  Megan Stewart, Liturgist 

 Leader: Christ, the One who was, and is, and is to come, 
welcomes you to this place. 

 All: As one body, with one voice, we honor and glorify the 
giver of wisdom, counsel, knowledge, and joy! 

 Leader: Let us worship together. 
 

*Hymn “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” PH#8 

 

Call to Confession 
 Leader: John the Baptist cries, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven has come near.” Do you hear the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness? Will you heed the prophet’s call? 

 All: We will prepare the way of the Lord, as we confess our 
sin together. 

  

Prayer of Confession 
 All: God of the prophets, we confess our lack of 

preparedness and our tendency to wander away from 
you and your path. You call us to venture out of our 
comfortable spaces, yet we hunker down and excuse 
ourselves from faithful action. Forgive us, God. Call us 
again. Help us to respond this day in faith, and do it 
again tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow; in 
Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
 Leader: The reign of God has come near; the repentant will be 

judged with righteousness. You are forgiven. Be filled 
with hope in the risen Christ. Be filled with peace, for 
salvation has come. Be filled with joy in new life. Be filled 
with the love of God. 

 
 

*Gloria Patri #579 
 

Passing the Peace 
 

We Hear the Word Proclaimed 
 

Prayer For Illumination 

 

Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 11:1-10 (pg. 686) 

 

Time with Children 

 

Anthem “Prepare!” Martin 

 

New Testament Lesson Matthew 3:1-12 (pg. 957) 

 

Sermon “Perspectives of Prophetic Peace” 

 Kristy Rodgers 
 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn “Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice” PH#409, v. 1 & 3 

 

The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper 
 Invitation to the Table 
 The Prayer of Thanksgiving/The Lord’s Prayer 
 Words of Institution 
 Sharing the Bounty of God’s Love 
 Response to God’s Generosity 
 Prayer of Dedication 
 

*Hymn “I Come with Joy” PH#507, v. 2, 3, & 5 

 

*Benediction 
 

*Doxology (to the tune of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”) PH#592 

 

Postlude “Lift Up Your Heads” Wolever 

 
********** 

 
*Congregation stand if able 
Bold indicates leader and congregation in unison 
PH = Presbyterian Hymnal, CH = Celebration Hymnal 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
If you are here to worship while you’re in town, we are grateful you chose 
to join us!  We hope you experience a warm hospitality while with us!  If 
you are a resident searching for a place to connect and engage your heart 
and hands, we hope you’ll find opportunities here.  If you have questions 
about First Presbyterian Church, please let us know!  You can speak with 
Pastors Stephen or Kristy after worship, or you can call/email them during 
the week.  Our intention is to foster a place of belonging where people are 
equipped to grow in faithful living and are engaged in meaningful minis-
try.  Periodically we schedule opportunities to meet for people interested 
in joining First Presbyterian Church.  If you’d like more information about 
First Presbyterian Church’s mission and ministry, please contact the office 
(918-336-5762).  No matter what level of connection you seek, we’re glad 
you’re here. 

********** 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DOWNTOWN 
This week, at 6 pm following dinner, join others in the Community Room 
for Week One of a two-week Advent reflection and conversation. 

 
********** 

 
ADVENT MUSICAL MOMENTS 

Advent Musical Moments will be held here at the church every Wednes-
day during Advent. The performances are designed to span the lunch 
hour, beginning at 12:15 and ending around 12:45. Presbyterian Women 
will make sack lunches available for $5. 
 
A list of dates and performances is outlined below: 
December 7: Pearlgrace & Co. — We are blessed to have this wonderful 
ensemble back! From bluegrass to gospel, this group is always a joy. 
December 14 — Bartlesville High School String Ensemble is a group of tal-
ented students, led by Rhonda Carr, who will be bringing a beautiful classi-
cal sound to our lineup. 
December 21 — William Pattison — This amazing organist is coming back 
for his 2nd concert with us! Rumor has it the “Hallelujah Chorus” will be 
played, which will be a blessed way to approach the Christmas holiday. 
 

********** 
 

MESSIAH SING-ALONG 
Our Messiah Sing-Along will be held in the sanctuary on Sunday, Decem-
ber 11 at 4:00 pm. Music will be provided for those who don’t have their 
own scores. 



      

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Stephen Carl ................................................................................. Pastor 
Kristy Rodgers ..................................................... Director of Family Ministry 
Kathy Stewart....................................................... Director of Music Ministry 
Amanda Lewis ............................................................... First Friends Director 
Kim Breedlove .................................................... Director of Building Bridges 
Dawn Olson .................................................................... Office Administrator 
Andrew Conley ............................................................................... Custodian 

Making God’s love  
our way of life  

by seeking, sharing, serving 

505 SE Dewey 

Bartlesville, OK 74003 

918-336-5762 

www.fpcbok.org 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! 

 

HERE FOR THE FIRST TIME?  We’re glad you’re here.  Worship is at the 

heart of our faith life at First Presbyterian; everything else comes from 

there as we “Make God’s love our way of life by Seeking, Sharing, and 

Serving.” 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES: 10:00 am 

 Exploring Crossroads (9:45-10:30 am) ................................... Room 105 

 Alternative .................................................................................. Room 1 

 Geneva .............................................................................Fellowship Hall 

 Intergenerational (9:45-10:30 am) ............................ Fellowship Hall (N) 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DOWNTOWN:  

Meets weekly in the Fellowship Hall. Dinner is served at 5:15 pm. 
 
 

Connect with us online at www.fpcbok.org to: 
• Listen to Worship Audio 
• View Livestream Worship Services 
• Connect with us on Social Media 
• Learn about opportunities to give and serve the Church and our 

community 
• Learn more about the people of First Presbyterian Church and our 

missions 

ANGEL TREE FOR THE LIGHTHOUSE 
Our “Angels” this year are our neighbors over at the Lighthouse. Whether 
folks are there for a short term or longer, it’s a good bet that’s not a part of 
anyone’s life plan. That said, the need is there, and we’re glad we can sup-
port a ministry dedicated to meeting that need. Grab an angel, or two, or 
more from the tree in the Narthex, and help make life a bit better for which-
ever child of God finds themselves there! 
 

********** 
 

BLESSING BOX DONATIONS 
The Mission Committee is asking for food donations of canned goods and non
-perishable foods to be placed in the Blessing Box. We also need travel size 
toiletries such as toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, shampoo, and similar items. 

 
********** 

 
TABLES FOR EIGHT 

What:  A couple of informal dinners around which we can learn about Epipha-
ny together and see what God leads us to do with that experience! 
When:  Thursday, December 8 at 6 pm 
 Monday, December 19 at 6 pm 
Where: Kristy’s house (1414 Saddle Lane) 
Who:  The first eight people who let me know they’re interested! Sign up in 
the Narthex, but please do not sign up if you know you can’t make one of 
the dates — there’s only two! 
Why:  Because learning together with food and friends is awesome! 
If this works out, stay tuned for more opportunities! 
 

********** 
 

OFFICE HOLIDAY HOURS 
The church office will be closed December 24-27 and December 30-January 

2. Any donations, annual reports, vouchers, checks, invoices, bills, reim-

bursements, documents, publications, announcements, graphics, events, 

calendar items, mailings, phone calls, meetings, questions, comments, que-

ries, salutations, schedule changes, proofreading, submissions, reminders, 

water polo lessons, and all other items vital to the workings of the church 

must be completed and turned in before Wednesday, December 21. This 

includes year-end reports from session members so the annual report can 

be prepared for the January meeting. 


